CHAPTER   XVIII

: The Reign of Terror

THE REVOLUTION WAS NOT CRUSHED IN OCTOBER, A WEAK
and acquiescent government, together with a protection
which seemed more like complicity on the part of the Presi-
dent of the Republic, allowed the leaders of that insurrection
against Spain to go free. The roots remained intact, and it
was not long before they again became active.
The elections of February, 1936, provided the oppor-
tunity for this resurrection. All the revolutionary parties in
Spain, from the less enthusiastic that called themselves left-
wing Republicans to those of the infra-Red zone, joined
forces beforehand. They entered into this conglomeration,
however, with the secret and mutual hope of deceiving each
other. The left-wing Republicans expected to reap the fruits
of victory, once it had been achieved, unhampered by their
ultra-radical allies, these to be sloughed off in the course of
time. However, the Socialists, as Alvarez del Vayo pointed
out in an address at Malaga, entered into this alliance in the
hope that their bourgeois allies, the left-wing Republicans^
would pave the way for the more rapid achievement of
their aims "after breaking down the resistance of capitalism
and demilitarizing the army/'
In this alliance, which came to constitute the Popular
Front, and which was to be the cause of so much misfortune
in Spain, there was particular care exercised to fix as the
indispensable basis for negotiations the resolution that
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